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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 14th September 2026 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES


Present: Donna Roberts (Chairman) Cllr Dines, Cllr Alton, Cllr Carter, and Cllr Lawrence

1 member of the public
District Councillor Susan Barker*
County Councillor Geoff Bagnall*
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
*For part of the meeting

2026/27.69	Apologies for Absence
None

2026/27.70	Other Absences
Cllr Phillip

2026/27.71	Declarations of Interest
None.

2026/27.72	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th of July were a true record and were signed accordingly by the Chairman. 

2026/27.73	Public Participation Session
None. 

2026/27.74	Chair’s Report
Cllr Roberts advised she had a zoom meeting with the neighbourhood watch, where a police officer was also present. The police officer advised he would be able to come to a few Parish Council meetings and give an update as well as answer any questions. 

The Clerk asked for his contact details so she can let him know when the upcoming meetings are. 

2026/27.75	District / County Councillor reports
District Councillor Susan Barker advised she had not had any response yet regarding the derelict house at New Cottages. She also provided an update on LGR. 

County Councillor Geoff Bagnall also provided an update on LGR and advised that as it is no longer going ahead it should save £120 million pounds which can be put towards local communities in Essex. 
He also advised that migrants staying at the Weathersfield accommodation now have daily bus access to Colchester, Chelmsford and Braintree. With concerns about the number of migrants in these town centres, Essex County Council has agreed to fund a three-month trial of a private security firm to patrol the centres.
The council is seeking reimbursement from the Government for the cost of the trial.

Councillor Geoff Bagnall made clear that he was keen to do everything possible to get projects underway that would benefit our community. He asked Council to let him know their priorities for change in the area and what they would like to see implemented so he can make a start. Councillors agreed a pelican crossing, speed repeater signs and possible traffic lights were their top priority.

2026/27.76	Councillor Reports
Cllr Alton advised he enjoyed his Councillor training he attended and is looking forward to attending his second session next month. 

Cllr Dines advised that the fencing that was placed around the pirate ship whilst it was not safe has been stolen. This was the property of the events committee so needs to be replaced. Cllr Dines advised he would send the Clerk some costings for this.

Cllr Carter advised that some forts left behind by children at the back of Owers Place. The Clerk was unsure was the process to removing these would be. She advised she would look into this further. 

2026/27.77	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· The Clerk advised that there is current 3 dog bin location signs that need erecting. Councillors agreed to locate one near the Owers place allotments, where there is an access to the footpath often used by dog walkers. 
· Cllr Bagnall identified that the speed strips that were located by the cricket pitch were not UDC and probably a private company. 
· Trees over slide have been cut back. 
· Works to the pirate ship have now been completed and issues resolved. 
· Councillors discussed a possible date for the car park clear up.  
· The new website is up and running on the .gov domain. The Clerk is in the process of getting the emails migrated over.  
· Following an NJC scale point review the clerks salary has been increased by 3.3% for the period of 1st April 2026 – March 2027. The clerk is currently on a band 17, which has been increased from £16.08 per hour - £16.61 per hour. This pay increase will come into effect on the Clerk September payslip along with backdated pay from 1st April. 
2026/27.78	Street lighting – Electrical and structural testing 
W & H have carried out electrical testing to all columns except column 9004, as it is not accessible. Councillors agreed to get in contact with person who owns the house where the streetlight is located to discuss getting access to it. 

Column 9006 opposite Rands Road requires attention in the base and a new isolator, cost for this will be £140.00. Councillors agreed. 

The Clerk is currently awaiting a date for the structural testing to be completed. She also hopes to have meeting with an engineer of W&H Romac to undertake a site visit to discuss a number of matters. 

2026/27.79	Watering of memorial boxes
The Clerk has been advised that the fortnightly watering of the memorial boxes was not included in the quote received my JCM Services. JCM have advised that the cost of fortnightly visits to water the memorial boxes is £90 per visit. 

Councillors agreed they were unsure as to what to plant in the memorial boxes in the future so decided again the fortnightly watering at this time. 

2026/27.80	August Play area inspection 
On the 10th of August and play area inspection was completed by KOMPAN Ltd. Of the 43 items inspected. 2 were marked as moderate risk. One being the various issues with the newly installed pirate ship. The Clerk confirmed these issues have now been rectified. The second being various issues with the zipwire. The Clerk is still awaiting a quote from KOMPAN for these repairs.  

All other 41 items were marked as low or no risk. 

2026/27.81	Speed sign 
The Clerk has checked the old speed sign that is located on the street outside Ware Farm and cannot identify a manufacturer. Due to the age of the speed sign the companies that the Clerk has contacted will not complete a site visit as they identified that the speed sign is beyond its usual shelf life. 

Councillors discussed possibly placing a new VAS sign here instead of repairing the old one. The Clerk confirmed she would get some quotes for this. 

2026/27.82	Planning Applications
There were no planning applications to consider. 

2026/27.83	Planning Updates	
To note the below planning updates:
	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	
UTT/26/1513/PAO3

	Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 2 no. dwellings
UTT/26/1513/PAO3 | Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 2 no. dwellings | Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Approved

	UTT/26/1851/FUL
	Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) attached to UTT/25/2996/FUL - alterations to Barn 1
UTT/26/1851/FUL | S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) attached to UTT/25/2996/FUL - alterations to Barn 1 | Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Approved



2026/27.84	Finance
84.1	The bank balance as of 31st August was £26,372.19.
84.2	The Clerk provided Councillors with a bank reconciliation. 
84.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks salary – July & August 
	PAID 
	£1288.20

	HMRC 
	NI and Tax contribution April – August 
	Online 
	£170.30

	Walker Tree Care 
	Cutting back trees above slide 
	Online
	£340.00

	Kompan Ltd 
	August play inspection
	Online 
	£167.26

	JCM 
	Grounds maintenance (3/4)
	Online 
	£906.00

	Defib Shop Ltd 
	Physio Control LIFEPAK CR2 USB Fully Automatic 5 year rental contract £1.15 per day
	Online 
	£125.93

	DCK Payroll 
	Employer setup, July monthly payroll, other various works 
	Online 
	£131.40

	Ecotricity 
	Streetlight electricity – September 
	DD
	£148.25



2026/27.85	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Roberts advised that the footpath at the back of Owere place is severely overgrown. The Clerk confirmed she would report this. 	
2026/27.86	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 12th of October at the WI Hall at 7:30pm. All members of the public and press are welcome.  

2026/27.87	Exclusion of the public and the press

Clerks Maternity Leave and Cover

It was agreed by Council that the Clerk will be on Maternity leave throughout December and January. She will then return in February. Throughout the time the Clerk is away a Locum Clerk will take over for 3 hours per week checking emails and completing any urgent action. 

Meeting end: 21:18
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